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the rest of the ryots in the same general
mass of poverty and vice*.

All these under land-holders have various
means of oppressing the ryots, and making
the best of their lands. Perhaps some .re-
spectable man has given away at a marriage
or otherwise, a small portion of land to a
needy dependent,, but has not thought it
necessary to give him a regular sunned (or
grant).. The kotkinadar, taking the law in-
to his own hands, demands a sight of the
title-deeds, and not receiving them, dispo-
ses of the land to his own friends. Another
poor ryot, having scraped together a small
sum of money, (which, as it is at the pre-
sent

* I perceive from the Fifth Report of the Committee
of the House of Commons^ that this renting and under
renting is described by the Committee of Circuit at Ma-
dras, as the immediate cause of the impoverishment of the
lands. The enormous gains of these under-farmers pre-
vent the possibility of the peasants ever gaining more
than a mere subsistence.